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already in private ; there was nothing to be gained by also
making himself publicly ridiculous. No, the better way
was to convince Kumoi herself by his behaviour, above all
by a complete and obvious indifference to the rest of the
world, that so far as his own feelings were concerned nothing
was altered by one jot or tittle since the day when he first
told her of his love.

Between him and her brothers slight difficulties were
always arising which resulted, for the time being, in a certain
coldness. For example, Kashiwagi, Kumoi's eldest brother,
in ignorance of the fact that Lady Tamakatsura was his
sister, continued to pay his addresses to her, and finding
that his letters often failed to reach their destination,
naturally turned to Yugiri for assistance. Never once did
he offer to perform a similar service in return, though it
was presumably as easy for him to see Kumoi as it was for
Yugiri to see Tamakatsura. The request irritated him
and he firmly refused. Not that they ceased to be friends;
for their relationship, like that of their fathers had always
been built up of small rivalries and feuds.

To no Chujo had an unusually large number of children,
most of whom had amply fulfilled, as regards both popularity
and attainments, the high promise of their early years.
His position in the State had enabled him to do extremely
well for all his sons. As regards Ms daughters (who were,
however, not so numerous) he had been less fortunate. His
plans for the future of the eldest girl had entirely mis-
carried ;I he had signified his desire to present Lady
Kumoi at Court, but had hitherto received no command
to do so. He had not in all these years ever forgotten the
little girl who, along with her mother, had so mysteriously
disappeared, and sometimes spoke of her to those who had
at the time been aware of his attachment to that unhappy
1 He had hoped to get Lady Qwj5 made Empress.